Harvest 1° October 2023
Psalm 65 v 9-13

You visit the earth and water it;
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
you provide the people with grain,
for so you have prepared it.
You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges,
softening it with showers,
and blessing its growth.
" You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with richness.
2The pastures of the wilderness overflow;
the hills gird themselves with joy;
3 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks;
the valleys deck themselves with grain;

they shout and sing together for joy.

Epistle
2 Corinthians 9v6-15

® The point is this: the one who sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and the one who
sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. ? Each of you must give as you
have made up your mind, not regretfully or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with
every blessing in abundance, so that by
always having enough of everything, you may
share abundantly in every good work. ? As it is
written,
“He scatters abroad; he gives to the poor;

his righteousness® endures forever.”
% He who supplies seed to the sower and
bread for food will supply and multiply your
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of
your righteousness.2 " You will be enriched in

every way for your great generosity, which
will produce thanksgiving to God through

us, 2 for the rendering of this ministry not
only supplies the needs of the saints but also
overflows with many thanksgivings to

God. ™ Through the testing of this ministry
you“ glorify God by your obedience to the
confession of the gospel of Christ and by the
generosity of your partnership with them and
with all others, ' while they long for you and
pray for you because of the surpassing grace
of God that he has given you. ** Thanks be to
God for his indescribable gift!

The Gospel
Luke 12v22-30

22 He said to his disciples, “Therefore | tell
you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat, or about your body, what you will
wear. 2 For life is more than food and the
body more than clothing. #* Consider the
ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have
neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God
feeds them. Of how much more value are you
than the birds! 2* And which of you by
worrying can add a single hour to your span
of life?= 26 |f then you are not able to do so
small a thing as that, why do you worry about
the rest? 2’ Consider the lilies, how they grow:
they neither toil nor spin,® yet | tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like
one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the
grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much
more will he clothe you, you of little

faith! 2 And do not keep seeking what you
are to eat and what you are to drink, and do
not keep worrying. ® For it is the nations® of
the world that seek all these things, and your
Father knows that you need them.
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